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AN INDIGENOUS CHURCH 


. The Three-self Movement is discussed in the Feb. 15 number of The ae 
pseudonymous writer. He has suggestions to make under each of the three Self ads. 


} Under ‘‘Self-propagation”’ he criticizes the former preaching as having the following 
i defects: (1) It was too theological, dealing with such subjects as sin, justification, the 

: future life, salvation, etc. (2 Visions and revelations were too much stressed by the 
self-styled spiritual sects. G) Neglect of the present, and emphasis upon the future, and 
on future life, was a characteristic fault of the missionaries, and led to an unhealth 
otherworldliness in the life of church members. He points out that the Sermon on the 

. ount dealt primarily with present realities, and then suggests the following four empha- 
: es that should characterize the preaching of the Chinese church today: (1) Practic 

' matters, especially such as are found in the teaching of Christ. (2) The preaching should 
de simple and easy to understand. G) The preaching should be in accordance with the 
needs of patriotism, and against imperialism and its running dogs. d Preach the love 
and the justice of the Heavenly Father. 


Under Self-government' he urges that church members be trained to look upon the 
church as their own church, Then self-government will be a matter of course. 


) Under Self-support“ he reminds his readers that under the missionary regime many 
of the churches were very poorly prepared to undertake the responsibilities of self-sup- 
port. A considerable proportion of the self-support which the missionaries had devel- 
oped had come from landlords and capitalists who have now been liquidated, so that now 

| suddenly to expect the middle class, the poor, the farmers and the workers to bear the 


whole financial burden of the church is something which cannot be quickly accomplished. . 
On the other hand, he points out that the weak financial position of the church in the past 
has been due to the fact that all its affairs were in the hands of just a few people. Now is 
the time to establish the financial strength of the church solidly upon the interest and co- 
a of the whole church membership. He advises that the following things be done: 

) The church must pay more attention to the economic development of its own members. 
(2) Church workers should all take lower salaries. As workers for the Lord, they should 
be satisfied with a bare living wage. O) On the other hand, the church consciousness of 
the members should be raised, so that they will understand and sympathize with the situ- 
ation of their pastors and other workers. This is especially necessary toward those in 
administrative positions, who will otherwise have no means of support. 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on 
Christian work in China, ANNUAL RATES: mestic, $2.00; Overseas, Ist class, 
$3.00. Airmail $5.00 in $.15 zone, $7.00 in $.25 zone. It is impossible for us to 
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Finally he makes seven suggestions for making the church truly indigenous. The ~~ > 
church of the revolution must: (1) Destroy all vestiges of imperialism. (2) Have a stroi_. - 
central organization controlling the church throughout the whole country. (3) Set up its 
own theological school. d) Work out its own church organization, from which all western 


influences have been eradicated. (5) Serve the people, in cooperation with the government, T 
and under the direction of the government. (6) Become really a People’s Church, and in tv 
everything conform to the regulations of the People's Government. (7) Get rid of all 

superstitious practices, such as trying to cure sickness by the laying on of hands, speak- 

ing with tongues, dancing spiritual dances’’, etc. A 

a 

Incidentally this article gives evidence that the Kung Pao (CCC organ) is still being ce 

rinted. The writer states that Dr. Tseo Ping-yi has an article on the same subject in U 

Vol. 23, No. 11 of the Kung Pao, which is probably the November 1951 issue. Ir 
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TIGER HUNTING pl 
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Tiger hunting has become the favorite indoor sport of Chinese Communists. The 
technique is simple. Everyone who in the past has had any responsibility for supplies or 
for funds is presumed to have been guilty of peculation. They are now called upon to con- E 
fess, and, since the institutions from which they stole now belong to the People, to make 
restitution. If they refuse to confess they are subjected to popular trial. In the investi- 

ations in schools, all sorts of petty matters were brought out, such as carelessness with Y 
ibrary books, failure to get bicycle license, etc. One school official made what our re- T 
porter thought was an admirably frank admission of his mistakes in the past, only to have Cc 
it rejected by the students che infallible judges D for the following four reasons: O Fail- Se 
ure to analyze the reasons for lack of teamwork in the school. Failure to analyze M 
adequately the effects of capitalist and American education. G) Lack of a clear picture 
of what it means to be a People's teacher. (4) Lack of struggle. Accordingly the official 
made a second and much humbler report a few days later, and this report was approved. 80 
The students felt happy and looked forward to a new relationship with him. 


In ot ber instances the results have been less h . Prof. Yeh Nan-hsun, of the Uni- 
versity of Nanking, has been condemned as a tiger. Wen- ch' ang, head of the Deaf and ti 
Dumb School in Peking, has been condemned and arrested. Miss Chou Lan-ch ing, prin- lo 
cipal of the former Baldwin Girls School in Nanchang (Methodist), was tried and con- 
demned on February 22, and led off to an unnamed punishment. Dr. Ti Pei-ch’ing, Supe 
intendent of the Methodist Hospital in Huchow, East China Conference, has been con- 
demned as a 7 and an imperialist spy, expelled by the church, and imprisoned by the 
Government. Soochow Ch'eng Pao-lo was accused of taking over eight million from 
the Cemetery Fund. He has not yet confessed, and the April 19 Tien Feng threatens him 
with heavy punishment if he does not confess his sins. Another casualty among Christ- 
lans as a result of the Three-fan movement is Hsu Kuo-mo, of Shanghai, originally from 
Chinkiang. It is variously reported that he has committed suicide, or that he has n 
sentenced to five years imprisonment. 


MICROBE WARFARE 


The Chinese papers continue to be full of denunciations of America for its resort to 
the spreading of disease germs in North Korea and Manchuria. The April 26 Tien Feng 
carries as its feature editorial a series of quotations from Bishop Robin Chen, Bis ho 
Cheng Ho-pu, Bishop Z. T. Kaung, George Wu, H. H. Tsui, Ai Nien-san and others. For 
example, one says, We express our strongest indignation at the use of bacteria by the 
United States. We believe that right-minded Christians everywhere will condemn this 
American crime.” A 


The April h Chin and the May 3 Tien F devote nearly half of their total space 
to this subject, denunciation articles, and reports of denunciation meetings in various G 
parts of the country. The April Hee Chin has on its cover page a cartoon taken from 
the March 30 Peking Peopl aily, entitled Prayer at the White House. It shows 
Truman, Acheson and rs down on their knees praying to a bacterial bomb on which 
sits a lordly rat, calmly receiving their obeisance. An American flag in the background 
has bombs instead of stars. 
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MISSIONARY NEWS 


Arrivals at Hongkong on May 15 from Pe : Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dean (Presbyterian, 
William Gilkey Methodist), Brigadier Sowton (Salvation Army). ( 5 


J 


> Arrival at Hongkong on May 15 from Swatow: Miss Marion Bell, Gaptist). Six 
-nissionaries of the American Baptist Mission are still in Swatow. 


Arrival at Hongkong on unspecified date from Changsha: W. H. C. Ebeling (CIM), 
The CIM still has five missionaries and one child in China, besides six missionaries with 
two children of associated missions. 


Missionaries are warned against responding to any such appeals as the following: 
A letter from a Chinese Christian, a former co-worker, was received by an ex-mission- 
ary in this country, stating that she had to have radfum and X-ray treatments for can- 
cer, but that the hospital would not receive her unless she made a down payment of 
US 2,000. She was therefore asking the “loan”’ of this amount from her American friend. 
In this case it happened to prove possible to check the statements in the letter with 
relatives of the Chinese lady in Hongkong and New York. None of them had even heard 
that she had cancer. And apart from the fact that any such appeal is almost certainly 
phony, there is the further fact that it is against the American law to try to send any 
money whatever to China without a special Treasury permit. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


Peking Union Bible School has now been closed, according to reports reaching New 
York, and its students have been told that they could continue their studies at the Peking 
Theological — — they wished to do so. The PUBS students were sent to the 

during the winter to assist in land reform. It is also reported that the Peking 
Seminary buildings are the only ones still used for Christian purposes in the old 
Methodist compound in Peking. 


The North China Theological Seminary, now domiciled at Wusih, is now getting 
scholarship help for ten students from the Government. Each student gets 50 chin of 
rice a month, or 250 chin for a term of five months. 


Yenching University has now been amalgamated with Tsinghua and Peking Universi- 
— and the name of Yenching has disappeared. The plan of reorganization is as fol- 
ows: 


, 3 1, The Colleges of Technology of the National Peking University and the 
Engineering Department of Yenching shall be merged into Tsinghua, Tsinghua 
shall be made a higher polytechnic institute, but the name shall remain un- 
changed. The colleges of arts, science, and law of Yenching and Tsinghua shall 
be merged into the National Peking University, which will become a comprehen- 
sive University. The name of Yenching shall be abolished. 


2. To strengthen the leadership for political education of all the colleges 
of technology in the nation, the various schools should make preparations to 
try the system of political tutors with special tutors appointed at different levels 
charged with the responsibility of guiding political study and ideological reform. 


The Ministry of Education has ordered the colleges of China to enroll 50,000 fresh- 
men next year. However, only 36,000 will graduate from middle school, and not all of 
these will go on to porn so the colleges are to make up the number from among those 
Communist cadres who have done acceptable work for the Party, as political understand- 
ing is valued more highly than educational qualifications. 


Ap rs C. Chao is under arrest, according to a Peking paper received in Hongkong on 
ri ° 


GENERAL NEWS 


Henry Lieberman, in a May 17 dispatch to the New York Times, points out that while 
the top leadership of the Communist Party in China remains basically the same, there 
has been a significant shift in the nature of the rank and file membership of the Party, 
so that it is now losing its rural peasant coloring, and becoming more and more urban 
minded. This has been accomplished through the increase of city membership and the 
expulsion of many of the older peasant type of members. Last July the Party claimed 
a membership of 5,800,000, of which 2,700,000 had been enrolled in 1949-50, 

The China Daily News, a Chinese l age newspaper in New York, has been in- 

(p< as a Communist newspaper which is involved in the Chinese Communist schemes 


